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Dear Convenor, 

COVID-19 RESPONSE – EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE UPDATE 

As the Committee will be aware, on 30 March 2020 Councillor Stephen McCabe, COSLA 
Spokesperson for Children and Young People, and I announced we had taken the difficult 
decision to pause the statutory duty for local authorities to deliver the 1140 hours expansion 
from this August.  

We know this did not mean the work across Scotland to deliver this important policy stopped 
but we recognised the significant pressure on local authority resources, both human and 
financial, created by the need for us to respond to the pandemic.  

That response in local communities across Scotland has been incredible. I am so proud and 
grateful to all colleagues across Scotland who have contributed to this joint effort to care for 
the children of keyworkers and those children who most need wider support. 

As you are aware an Order was laid in the Scottish Parliament on 30 March to revoke the 
change to the 2014 Children and Young People (Scotland) Act that requires education 
authorities to secure 1140 hours of ELC provision for all eligible children from August 2020, 
rather than 600 hours. On Wednesday 1 April, The Children and Young People (Scotland) 
Act 2014 (Modification) (No. 2) Revocation Order 2020 was approved by the Scottish 
Parliament. 

Today Cllr McCabe and I have written to all local authorities and I have attached a copy of 
this letter for the Committee’s information.  

pack://file%3a,,root,SECUREAPPSUPPORT,fileDatabase,files,Coronavirus%2520-%2520ADES%2520Proposal%2520on%2520RPA%2520-%2520DFM%2520Letter%2520to%2520Carrie%2520Lindsay%2520-%2520April%25202020_00000001.docx/customXml/item1.xml
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/sdsi/2020/9780111044919
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/sdsi/2020/9780111044919


Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 




This letter explains that from August 2020 all 3 and 4 year olds and eilgible 2 year olds will 
continue to be entitled to receive a minuimum of 600 hours of funded early learning and 
childcare and local authorites will continue to have a duty to secure access to this. The letter 
also gives an update on the 1140 hours expansion.  Through the ELC Joint Delivery Board 
we will agree a proposed date for the reintroduction of the duty to secure access to 1140 
hours of funded ELC for eligible children.  When this date is agreed, we will lay a new Order 
in the Scottish Parliament. We have also committed to giving local authorities at least 6 
months of notice for the new date.  

The Scottish Government, COSLA and indeed the Scotland wide Team ELC remain 
determined to deliver the ELC expansion as soon as possible but this letter recongises that 
we cannot do that while public health measures remain in place in Scotland.  We have 
strongly advised that local authorities continue to adhere to the National Standard principles 
which promote high quality ELC provision and fair work practices.  

High quality early learning and childcare is the cornerstone to making Scotland the best 
place to grow up. I am committed to ensuring that children and families are able to access of 
the benefits of the 1140 hours expansion as early as possible.  

MAREE TODD 
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